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NEWS RELEASE

AbCellera Signs Agreement with Global Health
Foundation to Fight Infectious Disease

3/14/2019

AbCellera today announced a two-year agreement with the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation to help accelerate
global health research. The funding, totaling $4.8 M, will support a series of scienti�c collaborations between
AbCellera and Gates Foundation-funded scientists working on the prevention and treatment of high-priority
infectious diseases. The target diseases – including HIV, malaria, and tuberculosis – infect hundreds of millions of
people annually and disproportionately impact developing countries. Research projects will bene�t from
AbCellera’s industry-leading capabilities in human antibody discovery and immune repertoire pro�ling to accelerate
the development of vaccines and antibody-based treatments for use in global health.

"At its best, the biotech industry is driven by a passion for science and a genuine desire to improve the human
condition. We are grateful for the opportunity to join forces with some of the world’s most accomplished
researchers in the �ght against infectious diseases, an area that is so often overlooked due to a lack of funding and
economic incentives,” said Carl Hansen, CEO of AbCellera. “We believe AbCellera’s human antibody discovery
capabilities will have a catalytic role in the development of diagnostics, vaccines, and antibody therapies for
improved global health.”  

This is the second collaboration between the two organizations. In 2017, AbCellera worked with the Gates
Foundation on the discovery of high-a�nity monoclonal antibodies against 10 biomarkers associated with
Mycobacterium tuberculosis (Mtb) infection, the bacteria responsible for tuberculosis. The resulting antibodies
were instrumental in the successful development of high-sensitivity diagnostic tests.

The collaborations funded under the present agreement will bene�t from AbCellera’s new technology capabilities
for deep pro�ling of antibody responses.  In August 2018, AbCellera announced the acquisition of Lineage
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Biosciences, a spinout company that pioneered the use of next-generation sequencing technology (Rep-Seq) to
capture the full diversity of antibodies generated by natural immune responses. Rep-Seq complements the unique
functional information obtained from AbCellera’s single-cell discovery platform, increasing the diversity of
antibodies identi�ed and enabling a more rational vaccine design.

“We’re thrilled to be working with the Gates Foundation again in such a critical area of global health,” said Kevin
Heyries, Ph.D., Head of Business Development at AbCellera. “Because our platform can screen millions of single B
cells per day, allowing us to identify rare and highly-potent antibodies from patient samples, the resulting fully-
human antibodies can be used for the prevention of deadly diseases for which vaccine development has proven
di�cult. It’s a fresh approach to tackling humankind’s oldest infectious adversaries.”

 

About AbCellera Biologics Inc.

AbCellera is a privately held company that engages in partnerships to discover and develop next-generation
therapeutic antibodies. AbCellera’s single-cell platform integrates end-to-end capabilities for therapeutic antibody
discovery through a unique combination of technologies including proprietary immunizations, micro�uidics, high-
throughput imaging, genomics, deep computation, arti�cial intelligence, and laboratory automation. Ultra-deep
screening of single B cells allows unprecedented access to natural immune responses, enabling rapid isolation of
large and diverse panels of high-quality lead antibodies from any species, including humans. www.abcellera.com

Find a complete list of news announcements on AbCellera’s online news feed, on LinkedIn and on
Twitter @AbCelleraBio.       
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