
HANOVER COMPRESSOR ANNOUNCES NEW SENIOR MANAGEMENT TEAM

December 9, 2002
HOUSTON, December 9, 2002 – Hanover Compressor Company (NYSE: HC), the leading provider of outsourced natural gas
compression services, today announced a new senior management team.

“Since coming to Hanover in August, I've been impressed with the experience, energy and positive attitude of our employees while
also recognizing the need to fill out the team with additional skills,” said Chad Deaton, President and Chief Executive Officer. “The
leaders chosen to fill the key positions of the senior management team represent a strong, balanced combination of experienced
executives from within Hanover and seasoned outside energy industry executives who provide fresh perspective and capabilities.”

Under the new structure, all members of senior management will report directly to the chief executive.

• Bo Pierce remains Hanover's Senior Vice President, Manufacturing & Procurement.
• Roger Wagner was promoted to Vice President, U.S. Operations.
• Steve Muck, who joined Hanover in September 2000, was promoted to Vice President, International Operations.
• Steve Gill was named to Director, Worldwide Marketing & Sales.
• Steve Russom was promoted to Director, Product Development and Technology.
• Hilary Ware joined Hanover in November 2002 as Director, Human Resources. Ms. Ware has 25 years of human resources
experience, including most recently with BP plc.
• John Jackson, Senior Vice President and Chief Financial Officer, joined Hanover in February 2002.
• Mark Berg, Senior Vice President and General Counsel, joined Hanover in May 2002.
• Rob Rice, Director, Health, Safety and Environmental, joined Hanover in January 2002.

“The new organization will enable Hanover to manage valuable resources more quickly and effectively, thereby enhancing our
ability to more efficiently respond to opportunities around the world,” said Deaton. “Equally important, this management team,
through their direct reports, will be able to ensure more thorough review of projects and processes.”

About Hanover Compressor
Hanover Compressor Company (www.hanover-co.com) is the global market leader in full service natural gas compression and a
leading provider of service, financing, fabrication and equipment for contract natural gas handling applications. Hanover provides
this equipment on a rental, contract compression, maintenance and acquisition leaseback basis to natural gas production,
processing and transportation companies that are increasingly seeking outsourcing solutions. Founded in 1990 and a public
company since 1997, Hanovers customers include premier independent and major producers and distributors throughout the
Western Hemisphere.

Certain matters discussed in this press release are "forward-looking statements" intended to qualify for the safe harbors from
liability established by the Private Securities Litigation Reform Act of 1995. These forward-looking statements can generally be
identified as such because of the context of the statement and will include words such as "believes," "anticipates," "expects,"
"estimates," or words of similar import. Similarly, statements that describe Hanovers future plans, objectives or goals are also
forward-looking statements. Such forward-looking statements are subject to certain risks and uncertainties, which could cause
actual results to differ materially from those anticipated as of the date of this press release. These risks and uncertainties include:
the loss of market share through competition; the introduction of competing technologies by other companies; a prolonged,
substantial reduction in oil and gas prices which could cause a decline in the demand for Hanovers compression and oil and gas
production equipment; new governmental safety, health and environmental regulations which could require Hanover to make
significant capital expenditures; inability to successfully integrate acquired businesses; currency fluctuations; changes in economic
or political conditions in the countries in which Hanover operates; adverse results of regulatory inquiries or shareholder litigation;
and legislative changes in the various countries in which Hanover does business. The forward-looking statements included in this
press release are only made as of the date of this press release, and Hanover undertakes no obligation to publicly update such
forward-looking statements to reflect subsequent events or circumstances. A discussion of these factors is included in the
Companys periodic reports filed with the Securities and Exchange Commission.


