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HOUSTON, May 20, 2004 (BUSINESS WIRE) -- Hanover Compressor Company (NYSE:HC), a global market leader in full service natural gas
compression and a leading provider of service, fabrication, and equipment for oil and natural gas processing and transportation applications, today
announced the appointment of Gary M. Wilson as senior vice president and general counsel.

"Gary Wilson's extensive management background, experience in operational support, and exposure to diverse, global transactions in the oilfield
services industry is a perfect fit with Hanover's goals to continue to build on our strong presence in domestic markets and capitalize on the significant
opportunities we see internationally," said Chad Deaton, president and chief executive officer. "Having worked with Gary previously, I can speak for his
integrity and strong ethical standards, which continue to be a cornerstone for our company."

Gary spent nearly 20 years of his career in various legal positions of increasing responsibility with Schlumberger. Throughout his tenure, he has been
based in a number of locations, including Dubai, Singapore, Jakarta, Paris, Houston, and most recently, London. Since 2000, Gary has served as
general counsel of WesternGeco, the leading seismic services contractor in the world and a global joint venture between Schlumberger Limited and
Baker Hughes Inc. Prior to joining Schlumberger, Gary was with the law firm of Richards Butler, based in Abu Dhabi and London. He received his LL.B
with honors from University College London.

"On behalf of the board, we are excited to have Gary join our senior management team," commented Victor Grijalva, chairman of the board. "We look
forward to his contributions as we reinforce our commitment to domestic operations and look to expand our business in new international markets."

About Hanover Compressor

Hanover Compressor Company (www.hanover-co.com) is a global market leader in full service natural gas compression and a leading provider of
service, fabrication and equipment for oil and natural gas processing and transportation applications. Hanover sells and rents this equipment and
provides complete operation and maintenance services, including run-time guarantees for both customer-owned equipment and its fleet of rental
equipment. Founded in 1990 and a public company since 1997, Hanover's customers include both major and independent oil and gas producers and
distributors as well as national oil and gas companies.
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