
National News Spotlights Hanger Clinic and San Diego Wildlife Alliance Collaboration That Saved 

Young Giraffe’s Life  

 

SAN DIEGO, Calif. – May 20, 2022 – Earlier this year, a San Diego-area Hanger Clinic team of orthotic 

experts gave a newborn giraffe a new lease on life after fitting her with custom braces. Msituni (which 

means “in the forest” in Swahili), the youngest giraffe at the San Diego Zoo Safari Park, was born with 

abnormalities that caused her legs to bend incorrectly, resulting in limited mobility and pain. 

 

Hanger Clinic consulted with the San Diego Zoo Wildlife Alliance to design a customized treatment plan for 

Msituni. After several initial fittings, a team including Tim Garcia, Alexander Hetherington, Cory Johnson, Ara 

Mirzaian, and Stephen Tregoning worked with manufacturing partner Townsend to create custom-molded 

carbon graphite orthotic braces – complete with a giraffe pattern to provide a natural look – and successfully 

fit the giraffe with the devices. Thanks to the team’s swift action, Msituni’s legs were correctly positioned 

after just three weeks, and she was successfully reintroduced to her herd at the Safari Park in Escondido, 

California.   

 

From broadcast news to online articles, Msituni’s remarkable comeback garnered worldwide attention. Learn 

more about her treatment in the news stories below, which feature in-depth interviews with Ara Mirzaian 

about the process of developing and fitting the braces: 

 NBC Nightly News: https://www.nbcnews.com/nightly-news/video/baby-giraffe-able-to-walk-with-

the-help-of-human-orthopedic-group-140224581901  

 Associated Press: https://apnews.com/article/science-health-travel-animals-

56551643be0d1388351c4d994ffd5c0c  

 People: https://people.com/pets/giraffe-calf-walking-after-leg-brace-treatment/  

 USA Today: https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/nation/2022/05/14/baby-giraffe-custom-brace-

usual-leg-condition/9778658002/  

 The Guardian: https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2022/may/13/giraffe-calf-braces-msituni-

san-diego-zoo  

 NPR: https://www.npr.org/2022/05/12/1098622583/giraffe-leg-braces-designed-for-humans  

About Hanger Clinic: Hanger Clinic, a subsidiary of Hanger, Inc. (NYSE: HNGR), owns and operates 

approximately 875 patient care clinics nationwide, where comprehensive, outcomes-based orthotic and 

prosthetic care is delivered. Rooted in 160 years of clinical excellence and innovation, the certified clinicians 

of Hanger Clinic provide compassionate, expert care and customized solutions for all ages, designed to 

increase the mobility and function of each person we have the honor of serving. For more information on 

Hanger Clinic, visit www.HangerClinic.com. 
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